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PRESS RELEASE: embargoed until 00:01 on Friday 28 August 2016 

Introducing the new face of the Capability Brown Festival 2016 

A portrait showing a smiling Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown has 

been selected as the new face of the 2016 festival 

celebrating the 300th anniversary of his birth.  

Brown, often called the ‘father of landscape architecture,’ 

changed the national landscape and created a style which 

has shaped people’s picture of quintessential English 

countryside.  

The Capability Brown Festival 2016 is the first-ever 

nationwide celebration of Brown’s extensive works. It aims 

to encourage a wider, more diverse audience to visit, learn 

about and enjoy Brown’s landscapes. It will run throughout 2016, bringing together a huge range of 

openings, events and exhibitions, and sparking new and exciting research into Brown and his works. 

The Festival has been funded by a £911,100 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund with the wider 

project worth in the region of £1.7million. Much of this represents match funding, and funding in 

kind, from the Festival’s partners and supporters. 

The portrait of Brown chosen as the new face of the Festival was painted by Richard Cosway, 

probably between 1770 and 1775. Cosway (1742-1821) is best remembered as the most fashionable 

miniaturist of the Regency era, and served as painter to the Prince of Wales before he was crowned 

as George IV. 

The portrait is privately owned. It has been made available to the Festival thanks to the generosity of 

the owner and Bridgeman Images, which manages the rights to the portrait. 

Gilly Drummond, Chairman of the Capability Brown Festival’s Project Management Board, said: “The 

unveiling of the Richard Cosway portrait of the new face of the Festival is extremely timely, as 



                                                 

 
 

Capability Brown was born 299 years ago this month. It signals that the countdown to the Festival 

has well and truly begun. 

“The Festival aims to celebrate Capability Brown’s life, work, and the extraordinary legacy he left – 

both in terms of the rich array of sites attributed to him, and in his on-going influence on landscape 

design, which has been felt around the world.   

“We are extremely grateful to the owner of the portrait, and to Bridgeman Images, for allowing it to 

be used in connection with the Festival, and we’re looking forward to seeing it being used across the 

country in 2016.” 

As well as the Cosway portrait, the Festival’s branding includes a logo generously designed and 

donated by Kolab, part of the Ferrier Pearce Creative group. Kolab, one of the Festival’s founding 

partners, also designed and built the Festival’s website, www.capabilitybrown.org. 

There are more than 250 sites associated with Brown across England, with a small handful in Wales. 

The sites range from small private gardens to larger country estates, and include 12 public parks, 

some schools and hotels. Many are managed by members of the Historic Houses Association, the 

National Trust, and English Heritage. An interactive map of the Brown sites can be found on the 

Festival’s website. 

-ENDS- 

 

For further information contact Laura Smith, Capability Brown Festival Research, Publications and 

Communications Officer on 0207 6852660, or by email at laura.smith@capabilitybrown.org. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 

The Capability Brown Festival 2016 

More information about Brown, and the 2016 Festival, can be found in the accompanying press 

pack. 

 

The Landscape Institute manages the Capability Brown Festival on behalf of the Festival Partnership. 

The Landscape Institute is the Royal Chartered institute for landscape architects. As a professional 

body and educational charity, it works to protect, conserve and enhance the natural and built 

environment for the public benefit. 

 

http://www.capabilitybrown.org/
http://www.capabilitybrown.org/map
mailto:laura.smith@capabilitybrown.org


                                                 

 
 

The concept of a festival to celebrate Capability Brown was first raised in 2012 by John Phibbs, a 

Brown expert. 

 

The Cosway portrait and Bridgeman Images 

Where used, the Cosway portrait must be printed with the following attribution: Portrait of Lancelot 

‘Capability’ Brown, c.1770-75, Cosway, Richard (1742-1821)/Private Collection/Bridgeman Images. 

 

The image supplied with this release is licensed for one use only. All requests for subsequent use 

must be made to the Capability Brown Festival team via the form at www.capabilitybrown.org, or by 

emailing info@capabilitybrown.org. The image may not be used for commercial purposes.  

  

Bridgeman Images is the world’s leading specialist in the distribution of fine art, cultural and 

historical media for reproduction. Every subject, concept, style and medium is represented in its 

collections, from the masterpieces of national museums to the hidden treasures of private 

collections. 

 

Kolab is a collaborative award-winning full service digital agency based in London, Dorset, 

Cambridgeshire, Surrey, Dublin, and in the heart of Europe 
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